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Winter 2004 Helping All Victims In Need 

Happy Retirement Lee!!! 
 

Elsie “Lee” Magness has been a dedicated staff member at HAVIN since 2001.  Lee 
began as a volunteer, then became staff with her most recent position as HAVIN’s 

Shelter Services Coordinator.  Lee’s hard work, upbeat personality and dedication is 
truly missed by all of us!!! 

  From the Executive Director… 
 
 I am pleased to begin this New Year by participating in the Armstrong County 
Community Awareness Day on January 10, 2005.  Unfortunately, many communities do 
not work well together.  Some choose to pretend their community is problem free, some  
choose not to work collaboratively due to territorial issues, some due to a lack of under-
standing or respect for each other’s mission or issues.  I challenge these communities to 
recognize that they are responsible for perpetuating their community problems. 
 
  In Armstrong County through hard work, education and dedication, we have 
developed partnerships that increase the likelihood that our community’s social ills will 
be addressed and combated.  Armstrong County Community Awareness Day speaks to 
this collaborative effort with involvement including the administration of the Armstrong 
School District, Area Agency on Aging, District Justice J. Gary DeComo, the Arm-
strong County Commissioners, District Attorney Scott Andreassi, Coroner Robert 
Bower, Sheriff Larry Crawford, Children, Youth and Families, Klingensmith Drug 
Stores, Family Life TV, Armstrong Community Health and Education Foundation, ARC 
Manor, Armstrong-Indiana Drug and Alcohol Commission, Communities that Care, the 
Pennsylvania State Police, local law enforcement, Gail Seifert and the Armstrong 
County Community Foundation. 
 
 This Armstrong County effort shows our community and the rest of Pennsyl-
vania the importance of teamwork and how a dedicated group of individuals can posi-
tively impact the health and well-being of all our community members.  To those af-
fected by child abuse, domestic and sexual violence, and drug and alcohol abuse, we are 
communicating that we care about them and that we are here to provide support.  We 
are communicating to the people who perpetrate violence, use or provide illegal drugs, 
abuse alcohol, or provide any alcohol to minors that this is not acceptable in our com-
munity. 
 
 We all play a vital role in working toward the goal of ensuring that our 
neighborhoods are happy, safe and healthy.  Be involved…you can make a difference in 
someone’s life. 
 
Jo Ellen Bowman, L.S.W. 

Happy New Year and  
Congratulations to… 

 
  Ginienia Kreider-
Brocious  who was recently 
promoted to Assistant Ex-
ecutive Director/Direct Ser-
vices Supervisor, Melissa 
Dailey to Shelter Services 
Coordinator, and Pat Hef-
felfinger to Substitute Staff! 



HAVIN’S ANNUAL DINNER 
 HAVIN’s Annual Dinner featuring our “Empty Place at the Table” Media Advocacy Project funded 
by the Altria Grant was displayed on October 19th in recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
and HAVIN’s 25th Anniversary.  Louise Graff, mother of domestic violence homicide victim George Graff, 
addressed the group with her moving and motivating story.  Honorees included:   

Pennsylvania State Trooper of the Year 

Trooper Benjamin B. Hetrick, Kittanning Barracks 

Law Enforcement Officer of the Year 

Officer Bruce Mathews, Kittanning Borough Police Department 

Community Partnership 

Alcoa Technical Center and the Alcoa Action Team  

Volunteer of the Year 

Pat Heffelfinger 
Thank you to all attendees for your support and dedication to survivors of  

domestic and sexual violence! 
 Staff from the Alcoa Technical Center, New Kensington, awarded HAVIN with an $18,750.00 grant 
from the Alcoa Foundation to support a conference on Child Abuse and  Neglect scheduled for April 19-22, 
2005 at Lenape Heights Golf Course.   
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The  “Empty Place at the Table” display at the Annual 
Dinner.  Place settings were in memory of:  
 

April Lynn Emahizer  
April 8, 1982—September 13, 2003  

 

George William Graff 
 November 21, 1973—March 9, 2001  

 

Linda (Wasson) Koffman 
October 17, 1953—March 9, 2001 

 

Marcy Lynn Powell  
December 31, 1974—August 10, 2003 

 
Domestic Violence Homicide leaves an “Empty Place” 
forever…you are all sadly missed by your loved ones. 
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The 13th annual Santa’s Snippers was held at the Kittanning Beauty School on December 5th.  There were 127 haircuts 
given by 12 volunteer stylists:  Carrie Crissman from Borks, Sal Poja from J.C. Penney’s in Butler, Candy Swartz from 
Candy Swartz Styling Salon in Apollo, Melissa Goodman from Regis Salon in Clarion, Alicia Hetrick and Brandi Davis 
from Smart Styles in Clarion, Deana Clayton and Brenda Blystone from the Kittanning Beauty School, David George 
from The Man’s Way in Indiana, Carol Alman from Renaissance Stylists in Indiana, Deb Miller from J.C. Penney’s in 
Lower Burrell, and Keri Wolfe from Beauty Blessings & Body Care in Templeton.  Our goal for the day was 100 cuts, 
and Emily Bramble from Kittanning was our 100th customer!  The total raised this year was $924.33, $635.00 from cuts 
and $289.33 from tips, raffle and solicitation.  All proceeds benefit survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.  
During this event, Roni Caruso and Ashley Fetters, both of Kittanning, had their long beautiful hair cut off to donate to 
Locks of Love, a non-profit organization which makes real hair prosthesis for children and teens who have lost their own 
hair because of medical treatment side effects.  HAVIN salutes the Kittanning Beauty School and all of the stylists! 

Pictured above is Emily Bramble (age 6) who was the 100th 
customer!!! 

Roni Caruso cut off her long hair and donated her hair to Locks of 
Love…Thanks Roni! 

 Carrie Yancy, one of HAVIN’s counselor/advocates, coordinates the Adopt-a-Family program so that recent survivors 
of domestic violence and sexual assault will have a Christmas to celebrate!  Through generous donations from commu-
nity members of gifts, food and money, this year’s program was a HUGE success!  We were able to provide 60 adults 
and 125 children with a brighter holiday season.  Thank you to all who donated and helped spread holiday cheer to the 
families we serve.  Everyone receiving gifts were extremely grateful and touched by your generosity.  A special thanks 
goes to Carrie and to all the staff and volunteers who helped with gift wrapping! 

Pictured bottom left are the Lenape Tech students who raised money and purchased gifts, and pictured bottom right are 
the Freeport Middle School students who purchased gifts and presented them to Jo Ellen Bowman, Executive Director, 
at the end of a program on Bullying and Relational Aggression. 
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Armstrong County Community Awareness Day 
January 10, 2005 

 Armstrong County Community Awareness Day has been established to raise our community’s level 
of awareness and enhance prevention efforts in Armstrong County.  On January 7th there is an organiza-
tional luncheon, and on January 10th we ask you to please join us in a community-wide New Year’s resolu-
tion to reach out and protect our community members…specifically individuals impacted by drugs and al-
cohol, victims of domestic and sexual violence, child abuse and neglect.   
 
 Within this philosophy District Attorney Scott Andreassi, Sheriff Larry Crawford, and the Arm-
strong-Indiana Drug and Alcohol Commission adopted “Drugs Kill Dreams” as their official prevention 
slogan.  Tara Powers submitted this powerful slogan in the Manor Township Lion’s 4th grade drug preven-
tion poster contest chaired by District Justice J. Gary DeComo.  It truly says it all, thanks Tara! 
 
 The philosophy of Community Awareness Day is that keeping silent about our community problems 
sends the message of acceptance.  Each one of us can make a difference by establishing clear standards of 
acceptable conduct in our local community.  The most effective prevention tools in our community are re-
sponsible people. 
 
 Please join us as we stand united and help protect our youth, community and victims of domestic 
violence and child abuse, and report those who abuse drugs and alcohol and perpetrate family violence! 

 
 Ten ways that YOU can be involved… 

· Become knowledgeable about today’s drugs.  Know the signs and symptoms of use and common  
 paraphernalia. 
· When you suspect drug and alcohol use, confront it! 
· Establish clear standards and expectations about alcohol and other drug use. 
· If you see suspicious drug related activities in your neighborhood, report it! 
· Attend seminars or ask for a speaker to meet with your organization, school, church or workplace to 

better understand and how to intervene in domestic violence situations. 
· If you hear or witness a domestic violence incident or any criminal acts, call 911! 
· Support domestic violence victims and refer them to HAVIN. 
· If you have a family member or friend who is violent, when it is safe…confront them!  Tell them 

that it is not alright and refer them to a batterer’s intervention program. 
· If you have reason to suspect a child is a victim of child abuse and neglect, report it!  
· If a child discloses that they are being abused, the most important thing is to believe them and then 

report it! 
· Become a mentor for at-risk youth.  Contact the local Big 

Brothers/Big Sisters about mentoring opportunities at 
724-763-4181. 

 
Remember…we, the community, are the eyes and ears of  

prevention.   
We can all make a difference by reaching out to someone in 

need…or by reporting criminal activity. 

Together we can make a difference! 



������������	�
�����
������� �������

It’s a local FACT…yes, in Armstrong County 

 

FACT:   In 2003 in Armstrong County there were 40 acciden tal deaths, 12 alcohol re-
lated.  Of those 40 deaths, 11 were vehicular death s five were DUI’s. 

FACT:   To date in 2004 there have been 40 accidental dea ths, nine alcohol related.  Of 
those 40, 9 were vehicular deaths three were DUI’s.  

FACT:   In 2003 the staff of Children, Youth and Family S ervices evaluated 424 Arm-
strong County referrals in which child abuse, child  neglect, school truancy, and youth 
ungovernability were alleged and/or subsequently co nfirmed. 

FACT:   HAVIN served 609 individuals experiencing domesti c and sexual violence dur-
ing the fiscal year 2003/2004.  HAVIN staff sees a high correlation between drug and 
alcohol abuse and family violence. 
 

YOU ARE THE EYES AND EARS OF PREVENTION…YOUR CALL C OUNTS! 
 

 To report Child Abuse and Neglect:  Armstrong County 724-548-3466 or ChildLine at 1-800-932-0313 
Domestic Violence Intervention and Prevention:  HAVIN hotlines 724-548-8888 or 1-800-841-8881  
Drug and Alcohol Prevention and Treatment:  ARC Manor 724-548-7606 or 1-800-323-1333 
To Report Drug Activity:  District Attorney’s Narcotics Enforcement Team 1-866-NO DRUG-0 
To Report Underage Drinking:  PA Liquor Enforcement 1-888-UNDER-21 

Drug-Facilitated Sexual Assault 
 Sexual assault violates a person’s trust and feeling of safety.  It occurs any time a person is forced, 
coerced, and/or manipulated into any unwanted sexual activity.  The continuum of sexual assault includes 
incest, child sexual assault, ritual abuse, stranger rape, date and acquaintance rape, statutory rape, marital or 
partner rape, sexual exploitation, sexual contact, sexual harassment, exposure and voyeurism.  Sexual As-
sault can happen to anyone regardless of gender, race, age, socio-economic status or religion. 

 Drugs and alcohol are the number one factor that leads to non-stranger (date/acquaintance) rape.  
Many victims say that their ability to react was impaired because they were drinking or takings drugs, their 
date had been drinking and became sexually aggressive, or the offender uses a drug to subdue the victim.  
Drinking offenders committed over a third of the rapes or sexual assaults of persons older than 12. 

 Drug-facilitated sexual assault is when an offender uses an “anesthesia-type” drug on a victim 
(usually placed in a drink), which renders her/him physically helpless and incapacitated-making the victim 
incapable of giving consent to sexual activity.  The most common drugs used to commit this crime are 
GHB, Ketamine, Ecstasy and Rohypnol. 

 Although sexual assault can never be prevented, here are some suggestions to help you reduce your 
risk of being assaulted:  Trust your gut...if you don’t feel comfortable in a situation, leave; Be in charge of 
your own life...when on a date, don’t feel you “owe” that person anything; Don’t mix sexual decisions with 
drugs and alcohol; Be aware of date rape drugs...don’t accept beverages from open containers and don’t 
leave your drink unattended; Practice the buddy system…go to parties with a friend and leave with that 
friend! 

For more information on Drug-Facilitated Sexual Assault, visit www.havinpa.org or www.pcar.org.  
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January is National Stalking Awareness Month 
 

      Is stalking really an issue?   
     …according to findings from the National Violence Against Women Survey, eight percent of women and two per-

cent of men in the United States have been stalked in their lifetime.  (National Institute of Justice, 1998.  Stalking 
in America: Findings from the National Violence Against Women Survey. Washington, D.C.; U.S. Department of 
Justice.) 

    ...according to the above-mentioned analysis, restraining orders against stalkers were violated an average of 40 per-
cent of the time.  In almost 21 percent of the time, the victim perceived that the behavior following the implemen-
tation of the order worsened. (Ibid.) 

     …based on an analysis of 103 studies of stalking-related phenomena representing 70,000 participants, the preva-
lence across studies for women who have been stalked was 23.5 percent and for men was 10.5 percent. The stalk-
ing averaged a duration of nearly two years. (Sptizberg, B.  2002. 
“The Tactical Topography of Stalking Victimization and Manage-
ment.” Trauma, Violence & Abuse.  3(4).)  

 During January, communities around the nation will join together 
to raise awareness about the often misunderstood, complex crime of 
stalking.  Stalking can turn a victim’s life upside down.  Stalking can 
begin with a few unwanted phone calls or notes, but often it develops 
into a persistent, invasive, often dangerous and sometimes deadly 
crime.  Supportive services and safety planning are available to stalk-
ing victims.  You don’t have to go through this alone.  If you or some-
one you know is being stalked, please contact HAVIN, Inc. at 724-
548-8888 or 1-800-841-8881 or for more information visit our web 
site at www.havinpa.org or the National  Stalking Resource Center at 
www.ncvc.org/src/. 

Shelter Wish List 
  
Non-Perishable Food Items  Paper Products    Light Bulbs 
Batteries—All Sizes   Telephone Calling Cards  Cleaning Products 
Department Store Gift Cards  Buckets/Mops/Brooms   Small Appliances 
Silverware and Kitchen Utensils  Pots and Pans    Alarm Clocks 
Hair Dryers    Hair Brushes    Hair Spray and Gels 
Hair Conditioner   Deodorant    Razors 
Bath Towels and Washcloths  Kitchen Towels and Dish Cloths  Diapers and Wipes 
New Women’s & Children’s Socks  Single Bed Sheet Sets   New Undergarments 
Pillows     Washable Crayons and Markers  Writing Journals 
School Supplies    Umbrellas 
Money designated as “Client Relocation and Direct Service Needs” to help pay for a survivor’s first month’s rent 
and/or security deposit, utilities, transportation to a safe place as well as household items so that they may live a life 
free from violence! 
 

(Due to storage limitations we are only able to accept women’s & children’s fall/winter clothing at this time.) 

HAVIN staff, Board of Directors, and survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault would like to take this op-
portunity to THANK all of those who have supported HAVIN.  Due to the generosity of our community, we are bet-

ter equipped to provide the survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault services that they need.   

THANK YOU AND HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  



As many people do at the end of each year, I reflec t on our suc-
cesses and look forward to a new year of challenges .  I feel 
privileged to work with the professionals and volun teers at 

HAVIN who very much care about the people we serve,  and  I 
want to take this opportunity to thank each and eve ry one of 

them.  I also want to thank the survivors of domest ic and sex-
ual violence for allowing us to provide supportive services to 

them.  Have a safe and Happy New Year!  Jo Ellen  

For information about the National Sexual Assault 
Conference (formerly the Mid-Atlantic Sexual As-
sault Conference) a national conference on sexual 
violence prevention and intervention on September 
27-30, 2005 at Station Square Sheraton in Pittsburg h 
go to HYPERLINK 
"http://www.nsvrc.org"www.nsvrc.org or HYPER-
LINK "http://www.pcar.org"www.pcar.org  

�    Lt. Mark Wynn...Stalking in Relationship to Domestic Violence 

February 23, 2005 

Lenape Heights Golf Course 

Morning Session:  Registration and Continental Breakfast 7:30 - 8:00 a.m.     �      Program 8:00 a.m. - Noon 

Lunch:  Noon - 1:00 p.m.    

Afternoon Session:  Repeat of AM Session  Registration 12:30 - 1:00 p.m.     �         Program 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

 Stalking is one of the most difficult and least understood domestic violence crimes...participants will learn 
about the personalities and behaviors of stalkers, the impact of stalking on victims, level of danger, establishing prob-
able cause, investigative tactics, counter-measures, prevention and safety planning.  Lt. Mark Wynn is a twenty year 
member of the Metropolitan Police Dept. in Nashville, TN where he served as lieutenant of the Domestic Violence 
Division and was a member of the SWAT Team for fifteen years.  Lt. Mark Wynn is the recipient of 121 commenda-
tions and 51 awards and certificates.  In 1995, he was selected as one of the top ten police officers in the United 
States.  He has been qualified as an expert on the issue of family violence in state and federal courts. 

To register, please contact Mandy Rosenberger at 724-543-1180 ext. 222.   
Please register by February 14, 2005. 
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HAVIN provides free and confidential 
services to survivors of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault.  Our services 

include a 24-hr. hotline, group and indi-
vidual counseling and advocacy, infor-
mation and referral, emergency shelter, 
medical and legal accompaniment.  We 
have offices located in both Kittanning 

and Leechburg.   
   

If you or someone you know needs as-
sistance, please call HAVIN at  

724-548-8888 or 1-800-841-8881  
 For more information visit our website                    

at www.havinpa.org. 

OUTREACH EDUCATION 
 HAVIN’s Outreach Education Department is available to present 
educational programs to schools, church groups, physician’s offices, and 
organizations throughout Armstrong County.  Our Outreach Education 
Department is also available to participate in Health Fairs, community 
events, etc.  All of our programs and materials are FREE!!! 
 
  Some of HAVIN’s programs include: 
 HAVIN Services  Bullying 
 Domestic Violence  Dating Violence 
 Sexual Assault Prevention Healthy Relationships  
 
 Please contact Jan van Ameringen at 724-543-1180 ext. 232 or 
Laurie Johns at ext. 230 for a complete list of programs or to schedule an 
event for your organization. 

HAVIN and the Armstrong County VAWA 
Task Force presents Sgt. Coker  

 
Sgt. Mike Coker 

Investigating Domestic Violence  
Related Homicides 

January 25 & 26, 2005 - 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Lenape Heights Golf Course 

Registration Fee:  $25 per day 
Lunch:  $10 per day 

(Fees waived for Armstrong Co. Law Enforcement) 
 

To register, contact Mandy Rosenberger at 724-543-
1180 ext. 222.  Please R.S.V.P. by January 10th. 


