
Old Mother Hubbard’s Cupboards WERE Bare…But 
On December 10th, 11th, 16th, 17th & 18th Kittanning Charapp Chrysler-Jeep-Dodge 
and Kittanning Shop N’ Save sponsored  a “foodraiser” and “phoneraiser” benefiting 
HAVIN.  A Charapp vehicle was parked in the Shop N’ Save parking lot for people to 
donate non-perishable food and paper products, Shop N’ Save gift certificates, money 
and used cell phones.  Charapp also had a vehicle in their showroom!  Those who do-
nated items had a chance to win a Shopping Spree at Shop N’ Save.  The total collected 
was valued at  the incredible amount of $2,732.50!  Wes Cravener of Ford City was the 
lucky winner of the Shopping Spree.  In lieu of a shopping spree, Wes elected to receive 
a gift certificate for Shop N’ Save in the amount of $400.00 paid for by Shop N’ Save 
and Charapp.  HAVIN would like to thank Charapp and Shop N’ Save for being so sup-
portive and wonderful to work with!  Thanks to everyone who was involved with orga-
nizing and staffing this event and to all of you for donating!   

Pictured:  ( left 
to right) 
HAVIN Board 
Vice-President 
Maria Le-
Claire, Man-
ager of Shop 
N’ Save Greg 
Mitchell, 
Charapp Sales 
Manager Mike 
Joyce, Darryl 
Stoudnour,  
HAVIN ED Jo Ellen Bowman, and HAVIN 
Board Member Suzanne Hogamier. 
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 As we come to the end of another year at HAVIN, with renewed strength we 
continue our work.  We do what we do because we care about the people we serve…and 
luckily we are not alone.  We are very grateful for the ongoing financial and emotional 
support of our community.  We appreciate everyone who takes the time and effort to 
learn more about domestic and sexual violence, and then to do something about it!  We 
want to thank every law enforcement officer, judicial personnel and our District Attorney 
and his staff for all of their time and efforts.  On behalf of the Board of Directors, Staff, 
Volunteers and most importantly the people we serve…Thank you and have a Happy, 
Healthy and Safe New Year!!! 

Jo Ellen Bowman, L.S.W. 

HAVIN provides FREE and 
CONFIDENTIAL  services 
to survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence and their sig-
nificant others.  Our services 
include a 24-hour hotline, 
emergency shelter, individual 
and group counseling, legal 
and medical accompaniment 
and advocacy, and outreach 
education.  We offer a variety 
of programs that can be tai-
lored to age groups, organiza-
tions, etc.  Some of our pro-
grams include Domestic Vio-
lence 101, Healthy Relation-
ships, Drug-Facilitated Sex-
ual Assault, and Sexual Har-
assment.  Our programs and 
materials are FREE!!!  If you 
or your organization is inter-
ested in a program, contact 
Heather DeMeno at 724-543-
1180 ext. 222 or Laurie Johns 
at ext. 230.   



 October was Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month.  Throughout the month, 
HAVIN participated in a variety of events.  
On October 6th, the Armstrong County 
Commissioners signed the “Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month” proclamation for 
Armstrong County.   
 Pictured from left to right: Arm-
strong County Commissioner James Scahill, 
HAVIN Outreach Education Coordinator 
Heather DeMeno, HAVIN  
Executive Director Jo Ellen Bowman,  
Armstrong County Commissioner Patricia 
Kirkpatrick, and Armstrong County  
Commissioner Richard Fink. 
 

 
 
Also on October 6th, HAVIN participated at the Senior 
Expo held at Lenape Heights Golf Course sponsored 
by Senator Don White and Representative Jeff Pyle. 
Pictured to the right:  HAVIN Volunteer/Education 
Specialist Laurie Johns. 
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Westmoreland County United Way  
Day of Caring 

Career Training Academy 
     On September 15, 2005, volunteers 
from the Westmoreland County United 
Way took to time to help HAVIN spruce 
up!  The volunteers cleaned the 3rd floor 
of the shelter, the shelter toy room, and 
the stairways.  Participating in the Day 
of Caring were Cindy Lasher, Karen 
Hankey, Martha Jones, Aretta Lash, 
Danielle Aimendinger, Joelyssa Fer-
ringer, Donna Miller, and Cherie Earl.  
The volunteers were students from the 
Medical Assistance Program, Massage 
Therapy Program and the Coding/Billing 
Program.  Thank you Westmoreland County United Way for coordinating the Day 
of Caring and everyone involved for taking the time to help HAVIN!!! 

Santa Snippers 
 

HAVIN held their annual Santa Snippers event on December 2nd.  Thank Kittanning Beauty School staff and stu-
dents and the professional stylists who donated their time and talent to beautify Kittanning by doing 139 professional 
hair cuts and styles.  The stylists donated all of the proceeds to HAVIN, including their tips!! The Kittanning Beauty 
School had Santa, did face painting, provided cookies, had a raffle and collected money.  HAVIN raised $1,063.48 
on this annual event on December 3rd.  A special thanks to the following stylists:  Fran Dinger from Last Chance Sa-

lon of Indiana, Gisele Oehling from Fantastic Sams 
of Sarver, Judy Decker of Master Cuts of Pittsburgh 
Mills Mall, Bryan Blose (Owner) and Natasha Pe-
ters from Head To Toe, Tracey Redd (Manager), 
Stephanie Reed, Mandy Kowchuck and Patty Gmys 
from JcPenney Styling Salon of Indiana, David 
George from The Mans Way of Indiana, Candy 
Swartz from Candy Swartz Styling Salon of Apollo, 
and Janine Shaw from Janine’s Custom Cuts of Sar-
ver; and the Kittanning Beauty School staff:  
Tammy Stiles (Director), Delana Clayton 
(Instructor) and Ashley Stivason (Instructor).  Save 
the date for next year, it is always the first Sunday 
in December from noon until 5:00! 
 
 
Pictured to the right:  Stylist Bryan Blose and 
Candy Swrtz Cutting the hair of Virginia Steimer, 
HAVIN Board Treasurer.   
 



January is Stalking Awareness Month!!!   
10 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT STALKING 

 
Stalking is a crime.  Stalking is a course of conduct directed at a specific person that places a reasonable person in fear 

for her/his safety.  It is against the law in every state.  Stalking across state lines or in federal territories is illegal un-
der federal law. 

Many People are stalked.  1 in 12 women and 1 in 45 men will be stalked in their lifetimes. 
Stalking can be very dangerous.  76% of women killed by their intimate partners were stalked by these partners before 

they were killed. 

Stalking is harmful and intrusive.  Stalking victims often lose time from work or never return to work, and some even 
relocate to regain a sense of safety.  Many suffer from anxiety, insomnia, and severe depression as a result of being 
stalked. 

Anyone can be stalked—not just celebrities.  The vast majority of stalking victims are ordinary people.  Furthermore, 
most stalkers are not strangers, but are known by their victim. 

Stalking can occur during a relationship, after a relationship, or in the absence of a relationship.  All forms of 
stalking are unpredictable, and all should be considered dangerous. 

Technology can be used to stalk.  Cell 
phones, computers and surveillance 
equipment are just some of the tech-
nologies stalkers now use. 

An effective response to stalking in-
cludes the entire community. 

You can make a difference.  Visit 
www.ncvc.org/src to learn more 
about stalking and how to fight it. 

Help is available.  If you or someone 
you know is being stalked, call 1-
800-FYI-CALL for assistantce or 
HAVIN at 724-548-8888 or 800-
841-8881. 
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ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
 
HAVIN coordinates an Adopt-A-Family program 
that enables recent survivors of domestic violence 
and sexual assault and their families to celebrate the 
holidays!!!  With community support in the form of 
gifts, food and money, we were able to provide 30 
adults and 73 children with a brighter Christmas.  
We would like to thank all of those who donated and 
helped spread holiday cheer to the families we serve. 
One of the generous groups helping, pictured to the  
are Lenape Tech students!  A special thanks to Car-
rie Yancy who coordinates this monumental effort 
for HAVIN! 

This is a difficult time in American history given the overwhelming number of 
victims of natural disasters.  We have seen a tremendous outpouring of support 
for those impacted.  With that in mind, the needs of local non-profits continue 
to exist, and we are truly grateful for the continued support of HAVIN.  With 
the generous donations of money, food, clothing and other items, we are able 
to continue to provide supportive services to survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence.  With your help, HAVIN was able to provide the following during 
the fiscal year 2004/2005:  669 survivors of domestic and sexual violence, 269 
significant others of those survivors, and 3,056 days in emergency shelter.  
Thanks to everyone who supported HAVIN...we couldn’t do it without you!!! 

Shelter Wish List 
Phone Cards  Dept. Store Gift Cards   Paper Products 
Shampoo/Conditioner Hair Dryers         Cleaning Products 
New Pillows  Mops/Brooms   New Glasses 
New Socks, Underwear and Bras           New Women/Children’s Night Clothes  
 Money designated for Client Relocation & Direct Service. 
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ARMSTRONG COUNTY COMMUNITY AWARENESS DAY 
JANUARY 9, 2006 

 Every day in Armstrong County, someone is suffering because they are addicted to alcohol and other drugs.   
Every day in Armstrong County, someone is the victim of domestic violence, sexual assault or child abuse, and for 
some, it is all three. 
 Victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and child abuse must know that they are not alone.  Those who are 
addicted to drugs and alcohol must know that treatment is available and that recovery is possible. 
To combat these societal problems, Armstrong County Community Awareness Day was established three years ago to 
raise awareness and to provide community members with support and resources. 
 This year, Community Awareness Day will be recognized across Armstrong County on January 9, 2006.  There 
will be assemblies and video testimonials in our schools to educate children about the harmful effects of drugs, alcohol, 
domestic violence, sexual assault and child abuse.  Residents will get promotional literature emphasizing the importance 
of prevention.  It is a comprehensive community based effort to raise awareness. 
A critical piece of our efforts is prevention, which we believe can best be accomplished by raising awareness.  Increasing 
awareness of drug addiction, for example, may encourage a drug addict to seek professional help.  Holding those ac-
countable who are selling or providing illegal drugs (or alcohol to underage persons) will deter this illegal behavior.  
 Raising awareness about domestic violence, sexual assault and child abuse across the county can help victims 
recover and can empower all of us to do more to stop these crimes.   
Please attend seminars and learn about the dynamics and prevention of domestic violence, sexual assault , child abuse 
and drug and alcohol addiction.  Informed community members are vital support systems for those addicted to drugs and 
alcohol and for victims.  Informed community members will help hold accountable those who are committing the crimes 
of domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse and crimes involving drugs and alcohol. 
 Please take the time and effort to become an advocate helping Protecting Our Youth and Community. 
Armstrong County Community Awareness Day Partners 
 

The third annual Armstrong County Community Awareness Day (CAD) will be celebrated on Monday,  
January 9, 2006.  The following is a brief schedule of activities. 

· CAD partners will present prevention programs in County schools and in the community. 
· Domestic Violence video will be presented to ASD students in grades 7th—12th. 
· “Drugs Kill Dreams™” prevention program will be presented to all County 6th grade students. 
· A prevention pledge will be signed and displayed by elementary students. 
· Prevention materials will be distributed to Senior Citizen’s Centers. 
· 35,000 prevention fliers will be mailed to County residents. 

Community Awareness Day is presented by the 
following partners:  

ACMH Foundation, ARC Manor, Armstrong County 
Children, Youth & Families, Armstrong County Com-

munity Foundation, Armstrong Educational Trust, 
Armstrong-Indiana Drug and Alcohol Commission, 
Armstrong School District, Coroner Robert Bower, 

District Attorney Scott Andreassi, HAVIN, 
Klingensmith’s Drug Stores, Lt. Thomas Dubovi of 
PA State Police, Magisterial District Judges J. Gary 
DeComo, Samuel Goldstrohm, Michael Gerheim, 

James Owen, National Character Education Foun-
dation and Sheriff Larry Crawford. 



 Ten ways that YOU can be involved… 
¨ Become knowledgeable about today’s drugs.  Know the signs and symptoms of use and common paraphernalia. 
¨ When you suspect drug and alcohol use, confront it!  Refer people who need help to ARC Manor. 
¨ Establish clear standards and expectations about the use of alcohol and other drugs. 
¨ If you see suspicious drug related activities in your neighborhood, report it! 
¨ Attend seminars or ask for a speaker to meet with your organization, school, church or workplace to better under-

stand how to intervene with domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse and drug and alcohol abuse. 
¨ If you hear or witness a domestic violence incident, child abuse or sexual assault call 911. 
¨ When it is safe, support victims of domestic violence and sexual assault and refer them to HAVIN. 
¨ If you have a family member or friend who is violent, confront them, tell them that their conduct is not acceptable 

and refer them to a batterer’s intervention program. 
¨ If you have reason to suspect a child is a victim of abuse and neglect, report it!  If a child discloses that they are be-

ing abused, the most important thing is to believe them and then report it! 
¨ Become a mentor to youth.  Contact the local Big Brothers/Big Sisters group about mentoring opportunities at 724-

763-4181. 

You are the eyes and ears of prevention...it’s your call!!!  
To report Child Abuse and Neglect:   Armstrong County 724-548-3466 or ChildLine 1-800-932-0313 
Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Intervention and Prevention:  HAVIN 724-548-8888 or 1-800-841-8881 
         www.havinpa.org 
Drug and Alcohol Prevention and Treatment:  ARC Manor 724-548-7607 or 1-800-323-1333 www.arcmanor.org 
To report Drug Activity:  District Attorney’s Narcotics Enforcement Team 1-866-663-7840 da@co.armstrong.pa.us 
To Report Underage Drinking:  PA Liquor Enforcement 1-888-UNDER-21 
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GREAT NEWS!!  Your efforts paid off - over the weekend, Congress passed the Violence Against Women Act!!  
 
Despite Congress' busy end of the year schedule, the constant pressure of phone calls, emails and faxes helped make 
VAWA a priority to pass this year  - it wouldn't have happened without you!!! 
 
VAWA passed in the Senate Friday (12/16) night by unanimous consent, and in the House on Saturday (12/17) after-
noon by voice vote as part of the larger Department of Justice Authorization bill. It now only awaits the President's sig-
nature to become law!  This is a tremendous victory for victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and 
stalking everywhere in this country!!! 
 
VAWA 2005 takes a more holistic approach to addressing violence against women. In addition to enhancing criminal 
and civil justice and community-based responses to these crimes, VAWA creates notable new focus areas such as: 
-- developing prevention strategies to stop the violence before it starts, 
-- protecting individuals from being evicted from their homes due to their status as a victim of domestic violence or 

stalking, 
-- developing culturally- and linguistically-specific services for communities, 
-- enhancing programs and services for victims with disabilities, 
-- broadening VAWA service provisions to include children and teens, and 
-- increasing legal assistance for victims. 
 
To read the full text of the new bill here http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d109:h.r.03402:  
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The Pennsylvania Legislature Passes the Protection From Abuse Act Amendments 
 On October 31st, the last day of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the Pennsylvania General Assembly 
passed the long-awaited Protection From Abuse (PFA) Act Amendments (HB 1717).  By a unanimous vote, the State 
House concurred with the Senate and sent the bill on to the Governor for his signature.  The PFA related amendments 
will take effect in 180 days from the date of signing. 
 As passed, HB 1717 strengthens the effectiveness and enforcement of protection orders and enhances the safety 
of domestic violence victims and their children.  Specifically, the legislation amends the Protection From Abuse Act to 
do the following: 
¨ Give the Court discretion to order a PFA defendant to relinquish all firearms, not to exceed the duration of a PFA 

order; 
¨ Offer accountability measures for defendants who fail to abide by the PFA order; 
¨ Provide defendants with the option of relinquishing firearms to a third party of his/her choosing for safekeeping and 

provide accountability measures for those parties safekeeping firearms; 
¨ Standardize the process for the return of firearms at the conclusion of a PFA order; 
¨ Expand the duration of PFA orders from 18 to 36 months; 
¨ Give judges the discretion to order supervised probation of not more than six months to a defendant who violated the 

terms and conditions of a PFA order; 
¨ Remove victim fee associated with PFA proceedings; 
¨ Refine provisions associated with authority and jurisdiction, giving law enforcement officers greater authority to 

follow through with the arrest of domestic violence offenders; and 
¨ Directs the court to consider any risk posed by the defendant to the children, as well as risk to the plaintiff, when 

awarding temporary custody or temporary visitation rights with regard to minor children. 
 These amendments have been nine long years in the making and have come only after painstaking negotiations 
with advocacy groups and stakeholders at both state and national levels.  But all of this hard work has brought Pennsyl-
vanians unprecedented protections for themselves and their children who find themselves victims of violence. 

Violence Against Women Act 2005 - Sexual Assault Services Act 
 While rape crisis centers have made tremendous progress towards assuring that sexual assault victims receive 
the services they need, many centers’ ability to serve the needs of all victims of sexual violence has historically been 
hampered by a significant lack of resources.  There has never been a federal funding stream dedicated entirely to 
the provision of direct services for victims of sexual violence.  A shortage of state-level funding caused by budget 
cuts in recent years compounds the problem.  Rape crisis centers report that they have cut the frequency of counseling 
sessions with victims and hours of hotline operations, two of the most crucial services rape crisis centers provide.  With-
out a consistent and specialized funding stream for direct services, rape crisis centers face uncertain futures and will 
struggle to meet the emotional, medical, legal and long-term mental health needs of victims.   
 The proposed Sexual Assault Services Act (SASA) in the Services and Outreach title of VAWA 2005 will cre-
ate a desperately needed funding stream for direct services for sexual assault victims, as well as provide resources for 
state sexual assault coalitions, whose assistance is invaluable to service providers nationwide.  SASA would authorize 
the Attorney General to award grants to assist tribes and states in their effort to provide services to adult and minor sex-
ual assault victims and their family.  Grants could be used for general intervention and advocacy.  SASA funds also 
could be used to provide training and technical assistance relating to sexual assault for various organizations, including 
law enforcement, courts, etc.   
 As noted on the previous page, VAWA 2005 was passed by Senate Friday (12/16) night by unanimous consent, 
and in the House on Saturday (12/17) afternoon by voice vote as part of the larger Department of Justice Authorization 
bill.  This is an extremely positive act that will help combat the fight against sexual assault. 



Board of Directors 

Doreen Bonner, President    Maria LeClaire, Vice-President 

Virginia Steimer, Treasurer    Allyson Mitchell, Secretary 

 

Scott Andreassi, Danielle Cribbs, Suzanne Hogamier, 
Karen Hulse, Rosemary Johnson, and Pam Tola 
Volunteers 

Karen Buccieri, Charity Butz, Anne Craft, Deb Cressler, 
Rebecca Cressler, Sue Davis, Janet Freehling, Alice Hilty, 
Tammy Hughes, Becky Johns, Rosemary Johnson, 
Heather McElhattan, Karen Medice, Rene Painter-
Claypool, Jen Riexinger, Jeff Rood, Lynn Sibley, and 
Shirley Swast 

Staff 

Amy Adams        Jo Ellen Bowman 

Angie Cumberledge 

Heather DeMeno  Melanie Fennell 

Jan Foradori         Pat Heffelfinger 
Laurie Johns        Cherie Johnson 

Ginienia Kreider-Brocious 

Christine O’Malley    Heather Rullo 

Karen Vislosky     Melanie White 
Carrie Yancy ���������	����������	����������	����������	�� ���


���
���	��	�
����
���
���	��	�
����
���
���	��	�
����
���
���	��	�
����� ���

������������	
��������
�
�����
��������������������� �����
����������������������������� ���!� ���"#���"��!�$��� ��� �%� ��"�������
����������������������������� ���!� ���"#���"�&�$���� �������������������������� �

'()������*$�+����&����#"�� !����$�&�$��"���#,��
-�"����"#���" ���.����������"/���0������1�23(��	���# ""�"4��0���567)5� �

HAVIN, Inc. is funded in part by grants from the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare, the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, and the 
United Way.  A copy of the official registration and financial information for HAVIN may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free 
in Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. 
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